
LEGAL
MEDICAL USES
Prescription fentanyl is approved
for use in the medical setting to
treat pain. Fentanyl can be safe
when used as prescribed and can
come in the form of lozenges,
patches, and nasal sprays.

Learn more at www.cdc.gov/stopoverdose/fentanyl

FENTANYL FACTS

There is no overdose risk from fentanyl
secondhand smoke. When fentanyl is
smoked, most of the drug is filtered out
by the user and the risk of exposure from
secondhand smoke is very low. 

SECONDHAND SMOKE

There are no known cannabis products
containing fentanyl. Commercial vaping
products cannot reach temperatures hot
enough to vape fentanyl.

CANNABIS

Xylazine, also known as “Tranq”, is a  potent
animal tranquilizer. The drug is used illegally to mix
with fentanyl, other opioids, or heroin. Xylazine’s
sedating effect lasts longer than other illegal drugs. If
someone overdoses while taking xylazine, treatment
with naloxone does not reverse the effects.

XYLAZINE

Fentanyl in the form of counterfeit pills is
made to look the same as prescription
opioids such as alprazolam (Xanax),
oxycodone, hydrocodone, Adderall, and
other medications.

COUNTERFEIT PILLSILLEGALLY
MADE
FENTANYL

Illicit drugs do not come with an ingredient
list. Many contain deadly doses of
fentanyl and are widely available on the
drug market in the form of liquid or
powder. Powdered fentanyl is commonly
mixed in with drugs such as heroin,
cocaine, methamphetamine, and pills
imitating other prescriptions. 

Naloxone (Narcan) is a medicine that rapidly
reverses an opioid overdose. Some opioids
are stronger and might require multiple doses
of naloxone.  Examples of opioids include
heroin, fentanyl, oxycodone, hydrocodone,
codeine, and morphine.

NALOXONE TOUCHING
FENTANYL
You cannot overdose on
fentanyl just by touching it.  
Illegal fentanyl is sold as a
powder, liquid, in eye droppers
or nasal sprays, or made into
pills. To cause harm, fentanyl
must enter your body by
ingesting it or through the eyes
or nose. Fentanyl cannot enter
the body through the skin.


